
LAR 303 
Philosophy and Art as a Mechanism for Problem Solving 

Instructor:  Dr. Lucas Kellison (lucas.kellison@doane.edu)  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Students will embark on an exploration of culture and its idiosyncrasies 
facilitated by the tools of philosophy and art.  This window into cultural understanding will 
allow students to problem solve more effectively, both internally and societally.  
 
DCC ESSENTIAL STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

● Students will analyze how identity is formed through the interaction of the individual 
and society. 

● Students will support conclusions with relevant evidence and practice effective 
communication.  

● Students will develop creative and imaginative insights and expressions.  
● Students will learn to pursue a refined, empathetic understanding of a multifaceted 

world.  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 

● Students will develop a system of personal ethics through the exploration of artistic and 
philosophical works. 

● Students will create, apply, and observe art as a means to better understand themselves 
and the culture around them.  

● Students will explore personal and societal preconceptions of others, including those 
they know and those they know about.  Topics will include political affiliations, religion, 
race, and gender.  

● Students will use their system of personal ethics to examine complex societal issues 
with difficult solutions.  

● Students will collaborate with others to contribute to the eradication of a local social 
problem. 

 
AREAS OF STUDY 

● Possible Artistic Examples:  Guernica, Frankenstein, The Mourner’s Bench, The Matrix, 
Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring, Common mythology, Carmina Burana, 1984, Night and Fog, 
Standup, Wag the Dog, Comics 

● Philosophical and Religious Literature:  Authors Mary Shelley, Thoreau, Emerson, 
Ellison, Dostoevsky, Plato, Nietzche, and various philosophies of religion.  

● Political Ideas, Systems, and Issues:  Republicanism, Democracy, Libertarianism, 
Communism, Fascism, Constitution, Free Speech, Health Care, Gender Issues, War 
(personal/world), Individualism, Collectivism 

● Empathetic Perspective:  
o Viewing history and the present through the lens of both the oppressor and 

oppressed.  
o Variations of diversity—identity, intellectual, biological.  
o Redlining and other forms of systematic inequities.  

 



*SUMMATIVE STUDENT PROJECTS  
● Platonic Film Paper:  A comparison of Plato’s “Allegory of the Cave” to a selection of 

modern cinema.  
● Art Walk and Reflection:  Emotional → Analytical → Analysis + Emotional Impact.  
● Personal Trial Reflection:  Write about a difficult personal challenge you have 

overcome.  
● Final Paper:  Use philosophy and art to take responsibility in addressing a personal 

problem.  
● Empathy Project and Reflection:  With a group, examine a local societal problem and, 

together, contribute to the eradication of the problem.  After this experience, prepare a 
presentation to reflect on the project.  

 
OTHER ASSIGNMENTS: 

● Reading Discussions Questions:  We will use a novel as the central text for our class, 
and weekly required discussion answers will be required on Blackboard.  

 
GRADING WILL BE DETERMINED BY THE FOLLOWING: 
ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION IN CLASS DISCUSSIONS (10%) ***Any student who misses 
class will be required to write a two page paper to make up for the missed lecture or  
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (10%) 
MIDTERM ART PROJECT (20%) 
PERSONAL ETHICS PAPER (20%) 
EMPATHY PROJECT (30%) 
 
*Assignments will be explored with relevant rubrics during class.  
 
 
 
 
  
 


